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ment Russia gave up the idea of the leveling-off
process, which was to establish equality, and
created a group of better-paid and well-to-do, and
a great mass of poor and underpaid workers. But
this system of social inequality tends inevitably to
produce what a good many communists within the
U.S.S.R. call "bourgeois respectability," a condi-
tion in which those subject to it grow farther and
farther away from communism and socialism, since
the change affects not only the economic status
among different groups of workers, but also condi-
tions and changes mental attitudes.

Influenced by past environment and my upbring-
ing in revolutionary ideology, I was shocked a good
many times on my last visit to the U.S.S.R. as I
listened to young women of the new generation
discussing the desirability of marrying someone
because of his earning capacity and social stand-
ing. Only a few years ago this attitude would have
been unthinkable. But this "bourgeois" outlook
expresses itself in many other phases of life in the
U.S.S.R. Parents are eager to have their children
make the best possible grades in. higher educational
institutions since it gives them the opportunity to
occupy a higher position in life and enables them
to earn much more than an average worker. The